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SUMMARY OF CANNING CROPS PRODUCTION 


The revised figures on the acreage, yield, production and 
average seasonal price paid to growers for farm crops were is- 
sued by the Division of Crop and Livestock Estimates of the U. 8. 
Department of Agriculture on December 16. The following table 
summarizes the statistics on canning crops for the years 1930 
and 1981: 


Aevenge Production Price per unit 

1930 931 1930 1 19380 19381 
Acres Acres Tons Tons 

Asparagus ........ 44,450 38,840 45,083,800 44,024,500 fo .90 

Beans, snap ...... 78,600 54,110 90,400 69,100 15 69 

Cabbage, kraut .... 27,750 18,670 211,200 133,700 =7.7 6.08 

Co 7 560 


Cucumber, pickle... 
Peas 263,900 222,510 000 ©293;517,000 


Pimientos......... 8940 6,640 15,340 9, 87.68 32.88 
Spinach .......... 9,850 7,850 38,400 $4,700 14.79 12.82 
Tomatoes 408/050 287/410 1,745,600 1,014,600 15.056 12.10 


Pounds, 
TRUCK CROP PRODUCTION 
The December crop report furnishes statistics on the acre- 
age, yield, production and farm value of commercial truck crops 
grown for shipment, and the following table is summarized from 
these figures to show the output of the principal truck crops for 
the last two years: 


a Crates, Bushels. 


19380 1981 

Beans, snap (bushels) 10,208,000 @9,615,000 
Carrots (bushels) .............. ui 410,662,000 11,833,000 
Eggplant (bushels)............. 798,000 775,000 
26,002,000 18,857,000 
7,006,000 6,317,000 
Tomatoes (bushels) ..... daca 216,901,000 216,529,000 

Watermelons (number) ..............4... ... @82,401,000 75,459, 


a Includes some quantities not harvested. 
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TOMATOES SEIZED FOR POOR COLOR 

The first consignment of tomatoes found actionable for fail- 
ure to meet the color specifications of the McNary-Mapes amend- 
ment to the Federal Food and Drugs Act was seized December 9. 
The shipment consisted of 189 cases. The tomatoes were badly 
off-color, being green or yellowish, and apparently the pack had 
consisted largely of green or immature fruit. 

Scientific measurement definitely established the fact, 
strongly indicated by the visual examination, that the color of 
the homogeneous pulped meats was far inferior to the require- 
ment of the standard promulgated under the amendment. 

To date, five shipments, consisting of 2,455 cases, of to- 
matoes have been seized. All save this one consignment were 
seized because the tomatoes contained excessive skin or blem- 
ishes. 


DISTRIBUTION OF SALES OF TIN CAN AND OTHER TINWARE 
INDUSTRY 

Over 90 per cent of the value of the sales by manufacturing 
plants engaged primarily in making tin cans and other tinware 
are made to industrial consumers, such as manufacturers. Data 
collected for the Census of Distribution show that of the total 
sales by the plants in the industry in 1929, amounting to $256,- 
130,000, 91.6 per cent, or $234,516,000, was made in this way. 

Other sales were made as follows: To wholesalers, 6.5 per 
cent, or $16,705,000; and to retailers, 1.2 per cent, or $3,063,000. 

Manufacturing plants sold 0.7 per cent, or $1,846,000 worth 
of goods to their own wholesale branches. This report does not 
show the distribution of sales of these branches. 

Of the above sales, except sales to manufacturers’ own sales 
branches, $2,482,000 worth was made through manufacturers’ 
agents, selling agents, brokers, or commission houses. Twenty- 
five manufacturing plants sold through such agents. 

The total of the sales as shown above is $40,771,000 less 
than the value of products reported by the industry. This sum 
represents the value of products transferred to other plants of 
the same company for their own use. 

The foregoing figures cover the sales channels used by the 
206 manufacturing plants which are engaged primarily in mak- 
ing, from tin plate, hole-top, sanitary and general-line cans and 
packages, ice-cream and milk cans, pails, boxes, household and 
cooking utensils, and cabinet and other tinware; or which are 
operated as departments of establishments which manufacture 
tin cans for use as containers for their own products. 
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DISTRIBUTION OF SALES OF CANNED MILK INDUSTRY 


Data collected for the Census of Distribution show the 535 
manufacturing plants which are engaged primarily in making 
condensed and evaporated milk had total sales in 1929 amount- 
ing to $293,035,000. The total of these sales is $83,925,000 greater 
than the value of products reported by the industry. Many of 
the plants included in this industry are wholesalers of dairy 
products. In reporting their total sales, 257 plants included the 
sales of such products as milk, cream, butter, eggs, etc., which 
they purchased and marketed. Therefore the percentages shown 
in this report representing the sales of condensed and evaporated 
milk are affected to some extent by the inclusion of the sale of 
this $83,925,000 worth of other dairy products. 

Sales to wholesalers make up 42.4 per cent of the value of 
the sales by manufacturing plants engaged primarily in making 
condensed and evaporated milk. Data collected for the Census 
of Distribution show that of the total sales by these plants in 
1929, $124,339,000 worth was sold in this way. 

Manufacturing plants sold 35.9 per cent, or $105,071,000 
worth of goods to their own wholesale branches. This report 
does not show the distribution of sales of these branches. 

Other sales were made as follows: To retailers, 6.5 per cent, 
or $19,163,000; to manufacturers’ own retail branches, 6.0 per 
cent, or $17,620,000; to industrial consumers, such as bakers, 
other manufacturers, etc., 6.0 per cent, or $17,563,000; and to 
household consumers, 3.2 per cent, or $9,279,000. (The sales to 
household consumers are made up, for the most part, of milk 
and other dairy products retailed by the plants included in the 
industry.) 

Of the total sales, except those to manufacturers’ own sales 
branches or to household consumers, $28,151,000 was made 
through manufacturers’ agents, selling agents, brokers, or com- 
mission houses. Sales through such agents were made by 66 
manufacturing plants, 12 of which sold their entire output in 
this way. 

TRUCK CROP MOVEMENT 


Preparatory to the Christmas holiday trading, shipments of 
oranges increased by more than one-third during the week ended 
December 12, and required 2,600 cars, or almost as many as a 
year ago. Strawberry movement from Florida increased to 
about 20 cars last week. That state has 7,000 acres of straw- 
berries for picking this winter, or 23 per cent less than for the 
1980-1931 season. 
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Texas moved approximately 50 carloads of tomatoes, while 
Florida increased to 50 and Ohio shipped a few cars. About 20 
carloads of tomatoes arrived from Mexico and 5 from Cuba last 
week. 

Texas spinach shipments decreased to 110 cars; Virginia 
increased to 80, and Maryland originated 20 carloads. Cauli- 
flower shipments from California increased to 160 cars. Florida 
started 355 cars of snap beans to market, compared with 100 a 
year ago. 

Combined shipments of 27 fruits and vegetables decreased 
during the past week to 14,250 cars, compared with 16,190 for 
the same period last season. 


CarLot 


Total Total 
Dec. Nov.29 Dec. thissea- last sea Total 
Commodity 6-12 Dec.5 7-18 sonthru son thru last 
1981 1931 1930 Dec. 12 Dec.18 season 
Apples, total reveg 1,900 2,046 66,348 79,110 100,704 
stern states........ 820 822 685 38,029 33,081 43,256 
Western states > |. 1,168 1,361 28,319 46,029 66,538 
Beans, snap and mes 
Domestic .. . 853 00 2,273 1,471 9,310 
Imports ...... ; 11 8 0 20 0 199 
1982 season. . ow 40 194 1,621 
1981 season... 8 7 
Cabbage : 
1982 season 168 82 162 313 302 $4,001 
a... season 622 763 609 34,001 33,681 38,204 
rrots: 
1932 season 134 175 206 1,111 1,602 10,163 
1931 season 107 76 76 10,163 10,964 12,487 
Cauliflower .. 166 100 230 8,708 4,044 9,611 
Mixed vegetables : 
mestic 464 451 611 27,000 20,979 31,180 
Imports 2 11 19 
07 145 116 18,683 27,388 28,821 
Peas, green 
Domestic 1 s 53 806 912 7,149 
mports 20 1 18 21 21 
67 68 62 275 348 2,819 
pinach : 
1982 season 187 154 877 531 1,275 9,735 
1931 season 27 47 5 9,735 9,633 9,636 
Tomatoes: 
1982 season— 
Domestic 51 62 113 289 27, 
Imports 7 183 86 272 5,755 
1981 season 54 59 55 27,770 33,9092 34,050 


RETAIL PRICES IN NOVEMBER 


Retail food prices in 51 cities of the United States, as re- 
ported to the U. 8. Bureau of Labor Statistics, showed an average 
decrease of about 2 per cent on November 15, when compared 
with October 15, and an average decrease of about 1714 per cent 
since November 15, 1930. The price of canned corn decreased 
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4 per cent, and that of canned red salmon, pork and beans, canned 
peas and canned tomatoes decreased 1 per cent. Evaporated 
milk showed no change during the month. 


FARM PRICES 
During November higher prices of grains, cotton and eggs 
were chiefly responsible for an advance in the average of prices 
received by farmers from 68 per cent of pre-war prices on Octo- 
ber 15 to 71 on November 15, compared with 103 on November 


15 a year ago. A large part of this advance was lost due to price 
declines during late Novemker and early December. 


BUSINESS INDICATORS 
(Weeks ended Saturday; weekly average 1923-1926=100) 


1931 1930 

Composite Index :* Dec. 12 Dee. 5 Nov. 28 Dee. 13 Dec. 6 Nov. 20 
New York Times... 8 7 79.0 81.3 82.0 
Business Week........ saree 65.0 J 78.3 

Freight car loadings....._..... 66.4 58.3 7786 

Wholesale prices (Fisher's) : 
All commodities ... 671 67.6 
Agricultural products .. 51.2 51.6 
Non-agricultural pro d- 


ucts 
Bank debits outside New 
ty . 


73.8 79.1 74.9 97.9 107.1 99.1 
Bond prices ............ 87.9 90.0 92.8 104.6 106. 1 
Stock prices ............ 78.4 83.1 85.5 1525 162.2 164.0 
Interest rates: 

60.6 60.6 60.6 48.5 

Time money .......... 80.0 80.0 80.0 62.9 64.7 62.9 
Business failures ........ 141.3 135.1 120.9 138.1 146.9 113.8 


peg to a computed normal taken as 100, 
Oar Loapinas 


Merchandise 
Total Miscellancous L.O. L. Other 
Week ended December 5..... 636,366 213,555 202,573 220,238 
Previous week ............. 558,807 195,389 177,083 186,385 
Corresponding week, 1980.... 787,072 260,786 223,047 294,239 
Corresponding week, 1920.... 983,300 320,610 247,465 365,234 


COLD STORAGE HOLDINGS OF FRUIT 


The following table shows the holdings of fruit in cold stor- 
age reported to the Bureau of Agricultural Economics as of 
December 1, also a comparison with last year and with a five-year 
average: 


Apples : 
reer 10,798,000 6,946, 5,047, 
rs: 
1,205,000 2,338,000 1,411, 


ets 74,000 
Frozen and preserved fruit (pounds)... 96,002,000 76,737,000 63,790,000 


69.3 60.9 70.0 80.2 80.5 80.3 3 
) 
December 1 December 1, 5-year 
1931 1930 average 
Ny 
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PORTO RICAN GRAPEFRUIT PRODUCTION 


The output of canned grapefruit in Porto Rico during the 
year ended June 30, 1931, amounted to 7,315,000 pounds, or 232,- 
275 cases, according to the American assistant trade commis- 
sioner at San Juan. The grapefruit juice output was 72,000 
pounds. Exports of both products during the year amounted to 
5,982,000 pounds valued at $465,000. 


NEW REGULATIONS ON TOMATO EXTRACT IN ARGENTINA 


On November 4, 1931, the Provisional President signed a de- 
cree which in substance provides that the designation “Con- 
centrate or extract of tomato” can only be used where the respec- 
tive product contains a minimum of 16 per cent of dry extract 
free from sodium chloride, according to the American trade com- 
missioner’s office in Buenos Aires. The designation of “Double 
concentrate or extract of tomato” requires a minimum of 28 per 
cent of dry extract free from sodium chloride, and the distinction 
“Triple concentrate or extract of tomato” can only be used in 
cases where the product contains a minimum of 36 per cent of 
dry extract free from sodium chloride. There has been a great 
variation in the amount of dry extract contained in various 
brands of tomato paste and also large quantities of this product 
have been imported in bulk and canned locally with considerable 
quantities of liquid added to thin it down. Of approximately 
33,069,000 pounds of tomato extract imported into the Argentine 
during 1930, Italy supplied by far the greatest amount with 
Spain second, Chile third, whereas the United States supplied 
about 165,300 pounds. 


ONTARIO MARKET FOR FRUIT AND VEGETABLE PRODUCTS 


Canadian production of canned, evaporated and preserved 
fruits and vegetables and other preparations, such as vinegar, 
cider, pickles, catsup, and sauces, is centered in Ontario, accord- 
ing to information furnished by the American trade commis- 
sioner at Toronto. Formerly large quantities were imported, 
chiefly from the United States, but recent tariff legislation has 
stimulated home production to the point where in 1980 the gross 
value of Canadian food products totaled over $48,000,000. Im- 
ports that year were about $6,800,000, a decrease of some $800,- 
000 from the year 1929. Canada exported about $2,700,000 worth 
of fruit and vegetable preparations in 1930, leaving an apparent 
consumption that year of some $47,200,000, of which it is esti- 
mated that approximately $16,000,000 was consumed in Ontario. 

Nearly half of the total value of exports of fruit and vege- 
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table preparations during 1930 consisted of pickled sauces and 
catsup, practically all of which was destined for the United King- 
dom. Relatively small amounts of Canadian products are ex- 
ported to the United States. 

Increased interest in handling Empire goods in preference 
to those of other countries strongly characterized the Ontario 
market during the past year. Wherever possible, products from 
Australia, South Africa, Straits Settlements, etc., have been in- 
troduced and considerable publicity given to stimulate their sale. 
This is especially true of fruit pulp and canned peaches from Aus- 
tralia and canned pineapple from the Straits Settlements. Im- 
ports of United States canned peaches in 1930 dropped to about 
7,200,000 pounds ($583,000), a decrease of some 2,400,000 pounds 
($180,000) from the previous year. Imports of canned pine- 
apples from the United States also suffered during that period 
to the extent of about 1,000,000 pounds. Due to the increase in 
the number of canning establishments in Ontario (especially corn 
and peas), canned vegetables from south of the border are also 
losing ground in that market. Imports into Canada of canned 
corn, peas, asparagus, tomatoes and other vegetables in 1930 had 
fallen to less than $1,000,000, or a decrease of about 30 per cent 
from the 1929 imports. 

Imports of bottled sauces and catsup declined somewhat, but 
in 1980 totaled about $193,000. United States that year also fur- 
nished $81,500 worth of vinegar to Canada. 

Additional information is contained in the trade commission- 
er’s report, which will be loaned to interested American firms 
upon application to the Foodstuffs Division of the Department 
of Commerce at Washington or to any of its district or coopera- 
tive offices. 

JAPANESE CANNED CRAB PACK 


The total Japanese pack of canned crab for this season is 
reported as 320,000 cases, according to the American trade com- 
missioner’s office at Tokyo. This figure is some 15,000 cases in 
excess of the total pack authorized by the government at the 
opening of the season, but as it shows a great reduction from the 
pack of 585,000 cases during the 1930 season the production cur- 
tailment plan is considered a great success. 

Stocks of canned crab on hand on November 10 totaled 
800,000 cases. All of this is new stock, the carryover from last 
year having been disposed of. Packers and exporters are greatly 
pleased with the condition of stocks since for the past several 
years heavy carryovers have caused difficulties in marketing. 
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JAPANESE BEETLE QUARANTINE MODIFIED 


The classes of farm products restricted under the Japanese 
beetle quarantine regulations will be much less numerous next 
summer than they have been in the last few years, under modi- 
fications included in a revision of the regulations announced by 
the Secretary of Agriculture. Other changes in the require- 
ments include alteration of the boundaries of the regulated areas, 
discontinuance of the plan of distinguishing between generally 
infested and lightly infested areas, and elimination of Class II 
premises in the nursery classification provisions. The revision 
will become effective January 1, 1932. 

The farm products remaining under restriction in the new 
revision are green corn on the cob, beans in the pod, bananas in 
bunches or in clusters of 25 or more, apples, peaches, and berries. 
Peaches and apples in containers holding less than 15 pounds are, 
however, exempt from the certification requirement. Hereto- 
fore all kinds of farm, garden, and orchard products have been 
under restriction, except certain specified products such as pota- 
toes, watermelons, and dried fruits and vegetables. 
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